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I refer to your email of 28 June 2017 seeking the views of Dumfries and Galloway 
Council on petition PE1654 Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to develop a statutory code on stakeholder engagement for the forestry 
industry based on the CONFOR guidance and provide a role for a Scottish 
Government body to oversee the implementation of and compliance with the code. 
Please note that this response is the view of Officers within the Council and has not 
been shared with elected members due to the timing of the response request on this 
issue in relation to the Council’s Committee cycle and the summer recess for elected 
members. 
 
In the mid-twentieth century large areas of Dumfries and Galloway were planted with 
softwoods, mainly in the region’s upland areas, when timber supplies throughout the 
UK were critically low. Dumfries and Galloway is now one of the most wooded 
regions in Scotland with just over 211,000 hectares of existing forest and woodland 
cover out of a total 667,278 hectares. This is roughly 31% of the total land area, 
based on woodlands in excess of 0.5 hectares, and many of the region’s softwood 
plantations are now being harvested. 
 
Dumfries and Galloway produces around 30% of Scotland’s annual timber harvest 
and in response to this output, has a major processing capacity through two large 
sawmills at Lockerbie and Dalbeattie plus a range of medium or smaller facilities 
across the region. Processing timber close to where it is grown reduces carbon 
emissions, supporting a low carbon economy as well as retaining employment within 
the region. The timber industry is a major employer within the region with around 
3,000 jobs across all sectors. 
 
The Dumfries and Galloway Regional Economic Strategy 2016-2020 identifies that 
the region has a number of economic sectors where there is scope for growth, where 
there already exists a strong record of cross-sectoral working and that there is an 
opportunity to grow these sectors to move them further up the value chain. The 
sectors identified include the forest and timber technologies sector. 
 
The production of timber from Scotland’s rural areas is a significant economic output, 
but it brings with it potential transportation pressures, often relying on extensive use 
of minor and unclassified public roads. This places pressure on the rural roads 
infrastructure and the communities that use it. Many of the forests of Dumfries and 
Galloway were established on land which was marginal for agriculture and these 
areas are frequently served by minor and unclassified public roads which were not 
constructed to accommodate today’s haulage vehicles. The timber production in the 
region is continuing to rise and is therefore likely to place ongoing and greater 
demands on the public road network. 
 
In recent years more sustainable solutions have been sought to try to alleviate such 
pressures, through a co-operative and partnership approach being adopted between 
the forestry/timber industry and Local Authorities. This has taken the form of local 
Timber Transport Groups supported nationally by the Timber Transport Forum 
through a Strategic Timber Transport Fund set up by the Scottish Government. The 



Timber Transport Group is formed by representatives of Dumfries and Galloway 
Council as the local roads authority and all parts of the forestry and timber industry. 
In 2002 the Dumfries and Galloway Timber Transport Group launched its first 
Agreed Routes Map. The Agreed Routes Map has been prepared with extensive 
consultation and dialogue between all these representatives and the outcome is the 
identification of the preferred timber haulage route for each forest area. The routes 
are categorised into one of the 4 national classifications for road suitability i.e. 
agreed, consultation, severely restricted and excluded. 
 
A further important outcome of the Timber Transport Groups and the Agreed Routes 
Map has been the establishment of partnership working between the industry and 
the Council and the recognition of each other’s concerns and priorities. This 
partnership will continue to work together to develop and use best management 
practice for timber transport throughout the region recognising that the Agreed 
Routes Map and the good practice guides produced by the Timber Transport Forum 
are important tools in the task of achieving a sustainable and cost-effective strategy 
for the haulage of timber in Dumfries and Galloway. Although this strategy aims to 
sustain the local roads network it interrupts the supply chain through the regimes that 
are agreed on haulage frequencies to protect the road structure. 
 
This approach has also been supported by Scottish Government through the 
provision of funding through the Strategic Timber Transport Fund. Dumfries and 
Galloway has been particularly successful at securing funding from this source which 
has allowed it to put in place some significant improvement projects which should 
make long term timber haulage more sustainable within the region and the Council 
will continue to seek this support from Scottish Government to address issues of the 
suitability of the local roads network for use in increased timber extraction thus 
protecting the supply chain. 
 
As network managers of the local roads network Dumfries and Galloway Council will 
continue to support and evolve the existing Timber Transport Group approach, to 
seek partnership solutions to timber transport pressures, and will seek to identify and 
support long term strategic solutions to the roads infrastructure to allow ongoing 
realisation of the downstream economic benefits to timber production in Dumfries 
and Galloway. 
 
Given the above processes that are in place to manage timber transport in Dumfries 
and Galloway Officers within the Council are not convinced of the need for further 
regulatory measures for stakeholder engagement however the Council recognises 
the need that the forestry industry must engage meaningfully with communities and 
individuals affected by timber transport operations to take cognisance of their 
concerns. It is the forestry industry’s responsibility to engage with the public on 
haulage operations, not the Council. 
 
The primary issue in this matter for Dumfries and Galloway Council, and other rural 
Roads Authorities, is the need to continue to lobby Scottish Government to 
recognise the need to support an increase in funds to maintain the roads network to 
a standard suitable for increased timber transport and also to support increased 
planting. The economic benefits of forestry as a major sector within the local 
economy and the contribution that it makes to sustainable economic growth means 
that the importance of the forestry industry and timber transport is recognised but 



there is a requirement for continued investment and support to maintain the road 
network in a safe condition. 
 
In summary, although Council Officers fully support comprehensive 
consultation/engagement by the forestry industry with the public on all timber 
haulage operations, Officers would not support the introduction of legislation to 
regulate this. 
 
I trust that the above comments will be of assistance. 
 

 

  


